
 

 

 

December 8, 2019:  The Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Dear People of the Cathedral Parish, 

 

 The Second Sunday of Advent is observed this weekend.  The Solemnity of The 

Immaculate Conception of Mary is transferred to Monday, December 9.  While the obligation to 

attend Mass is lifted this year, there are still two opportunities to honor our Blessed Mother with 

Masses at 7:00am and 12:10pm.  The Immaculate Conception is the patroness of our country.  

Each country adopts a set of patron saints.  Being a young country in the nineteenth century, the 

Bishops of the United States decide who might be our patron.  The decision was reached on May 

13, 1846, during the Sixth Provincial Council of Baltimore.  It was a choice met with unanimous 

support, one that was based on many different factors.  “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 

us who have recourse to you.”   

 December 12 is the Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe.  At the Cathedral, there will be 

Masses at 7:00am in the Keating Chapel, 8:45am (School Mass in the Cathedral), and 12:10pm 

in the Keating Chapel.  Pope Pius XII declared Our Lady of Guadalupe as the patroness of the 

Americas.   

 Here are some events scheduled this Advent.  Sunday Vespers continue at 4:00pm in the 

Cathedral for Advent.  I invited you to join your cathedral parish family for the official prayers 

of the Church.  This afternoon (December 8), I will reflect on Our Blessed Mother Mary’s role in 

Advent.  Mark your calendar for December 17.  Lessons and Carols with St. Augustine Cathedral 

School are scheduled for 6:00pm at the Fr. Crowley Cathedral Center.  Everyone is invited.  The 

Cathedral Rectory Open House is Wednesday, December 18 from 2:00pm until 6:30pm.  All are 

welcomed.  Members of the parish are welcomed to bring guests.  Please enter through the 

courtyard. 

 Confession schedule is posted.  Here at the Cathedral, there will be extra priests after the 

4:00pm Vespers on Sunday, December 22.  The last chance for Confessions before Christmas 

will be Monday, December 23.  In addition to the 11am time, I am adding an evening 

session, beginning at 6:00pm (until all are heard).  Please plan accordingly.  

Sincerely,  

 

Very Rev. Robert F. Creagan, Rector 


